Genetics of IgA deficiency.
IgA deficiency is the most common humoral defect in man and results in an increased susceptibility to respiratory tract and gastrointestinal infections. Both clinical and genetic data support a close relationship with common variable immunodeficiency, a disease which involves not only IgA and IgG production, but also, in half of the patients, IgM. It is likely that the two disorders represent an allelic condition with a variable expression of a common gene defect which is thought to be involved in the regulation of immunoglobulin class switching. It is possible that a single, autosomally inherited gene with a limited penetrance is responsible for the development of both these defects.